The Utah
Indian Family Preservation Act

The Utah Indian Family Preservation Act seeks to strengthen family bonds, empower
local communities, and promote culturally aligned solutions for Native children.
Indian families ARE Utah families!

States Rights and Federalism

While the federal Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) provides a broad framework,
Utah’s legislation will tailor these protections to meet the distinct needs of our Utah
communities and maintain state control. Rather than broad mandates from
Washington, localized solutions are essential to preserving Utah’s values.

Rising Disproportionality

The disproportionality index for Utah’s Native American children in foster care rose
from 2.0 in 2015 to 3.41in 2022.

Need for Family Continuity

Studies show that immediate family disconnection leads to psychological distress,
lower academic achievement, and increased behavioral issues in children of all
cultures.

Improved Stability and Outcomes

Native children placed with relatives or within their communities experience greater
placement stability and better long-term outcomes than those outside their
community.

State Involvement is Critical to Success

Effective family preservation requires active state participation through dedicated
courts, consistent standards, and strong tribal collaboration. This approach has
shown quantitative improvements in placement permanency and reunification
efforts in courts with effective state and tribal coordination.

Proactive Compliance Leads to Better Outcomes

Research demonstrates that proactive measures, such as involving tribal
representatives early, result in higher reunification rates and timelier permanent
placement for Native children.

Addressing Broad Definitions

The proposed legislation allows for broader, clearer definitions of critical terms, such
as “reason to know” when identifying Native heritage, ensuring due diligence by
state departments and preventing narrow misinterpretations. This clarity allows state
courts to make informed decisions concerning Utah Native youth.







