THE PAIUTE INDIAN TRIBE OF UTAH

440 North Paiute Drive o Cedar City, Utah 84721 ¢ (435) 586-1112  Fax (435) 867-2659

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-11

PAIUTE INDIAN TRIBE OF UTAH STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS AND BAND ON OPEN
BURNING DUE TO HIGH FIRE DANGER ON THE RESERVATION LANDS

WHEREAS, the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah (“Tribe”) is a federally recognized Indian tribe under 25
U.S.C. § 761, et seq., organized under the Tribe’s Constitution, as ratified by the Tribe on
June 11, 1991, and approved by the Secretary of the Interior on July 15, 1991, and amended
by the Tribe on August 12, 1997, and approved by the Secretary of the Interior on September
30, 1997, pursuant to Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat.
984); and

WHEREAS, the Tribe’s status as a federally recognized Indian tribe was restored on April 3, 1980,
pursuant to Public Law 96-227, codified at 25 U.S.C. § 761, et seq.; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article IV and Article V of the Constitution of the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah,
the Tribal Council is the official governing body of the Tribe; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article V, Section 1 of the Constitution of the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah, the
Tribal Council is vested with all executive and legislative powers of the Tribe; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to its inherent sovereignty as an Indian Tribe and Article V, Section 1 of the
Constitution of the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah, the Tribal Council has the authority to
represent the Tribe and act in all matters that concern the welfare of the Tribe; and

WHEREAS, the Tribal Council has the authority to implement Fire restrictions on Tribal Lands
(“Reservation”) to impose limitations on the public to reduce the risk of human-caused fires
during unusually high fire danger conditions; and

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Indian Affairs (“BIA”) Southern Paiute Agency is a part of the Color Country
Interagency Fire Center (“CCIFC”) made up of other Federal, State and Local Wildland Fire
Programs; and

WHEREAS, the CCIFC provides wildland fire coverage to all Southern Paiute Indian Reservations; and
WHEREAS, on June 21, 2024, the CCIFC implemented Stage 1 Fire Restrictions due to the high fire

danger in our area and very dry conditions, high temperatures, excessive heat warnings, and
the increased frequency of visitors; and
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the BIA monitors all Tribal fire restrictions at a national level and provides fire restrictions
to all fire partners; and

the Tribe has received a burning ban recommendation from its Federal land management
partner, the BIA, that suppresses wildfires and coordinates fire restrictions on tribal, federal,
state and private lands on the Tribe’s Reservation; and

the purpose of Stage I Fire Restrictions is to reduce the potential of human-caused wildfires
and will remain in effect until sufficient precipitation is received to alleviate current fire
danger levels; and

the Tribe wants to establish public awareness of the fire danger on our Reservation lands and
aid in the prevention of rural wildland fires; and

the hot weather and lack of rain have caused grasses, vegetation, light fuels, and timber
throughout the Reservation to become extremely dry; and

the Tribe has investigated said request and the current conditions and finds said request to
be in the best interest and welfare of the citizens of the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah’s
Reservation; and

the wildfires have already occurred, burning range and timberland on Reservations and in
nearby counties, incurring personal risk to the public and to firefighters; and

the public is asked to honor the burning ban and the restrictions to decrease the chance of
human-caused fires and avoid further resource and property damage as well as additional
strains on the public and on firefighting efforts.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

1.

That the Tribe sets the 2024 fire season from the effective date of this resolution until this
resolution is rescinded or there is a season-ending event of lengthy rains; and

That, during the fire season, a person may not ignite or set a fire, including a slash-burning
fire, land-clearing fire, debris-burning fire, or open fire within the Paiute Indian Tribe of
Utah Reservation on any residential or commercial property, forest, range, or croplands
subject to the provisions of this part without having obtained an official written permit or
permission to ignite or set a fire from the recognized protection agency for that protection
area with the exception of permitted agricultural burning per 3.c.ii below.

That, Stage I Fire Restrictions are ordered for all areas of the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah
Reservation:

a. Building, maintaining, attending, or using a fire is prohibited unless noted in the
exemptions BELOW.
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b. Smoking is prohibited, except within an enclosed vehicle or building, a developed
recreation site or while stopped in an area at least three feet in diameter that is barren
or cleared of all flammable materials.

c. Discharging, or using any kind of fireworks, tracer ammunition, exploding targets or
other pyrotechnic devices is prohibited.

Exemptions to the above prohibitions are allowed only for:

a. Persons using a fire solely fueled by liquid petroleum or LPG that can be turned on
and off. Such devices can only be used in an area that is barren or cleared of all
overhead and surrounding flammable materials within three (3) feet of the device.

b. Any Federal, State, or local officer or member of an organized rescue or fire fighting
force in the performance of an official duty.

c. Other exemptions unique to the Reservation including:

i.  Recreational fires or commercial-type fixed or portable outdoor fireplaces
measuring less than 48 inches in diameter that are surrounded by a
nonflammable structure and for which a suitable source of extinguishing the
fire is available.

ii.  Farmers and ranchers or companies with a valid burn permit and a written
permit from the Bureau of Indian Affairs that specifically authorizes the
otherwise prohibited act.

iii.  Sweat or other ceremonial fires when constantly and carefully watched over
until cold to the touch, with lots of water handy from before the fire is lit until
many hours after it is cold.

4. That, the County Fire Warden and BIA cease and desist from issuing new open burning
permits during this period and suspend existing permits, with the exception of 3.c.ii and

3.c.iii above; and

5. That, a person who purposely ignites a fire in violation of this section

1. Shall reimburse the recognized protection agency for costs incurred for any fire
suppression activities resulting from the illegal fire on the Reservation.

ii. Could be fined up to $5,000 individually or $10,000 for an organization and
imprisoned for up to 6 months for violating restrictions and closures.

6. The Law Enforcement will enforce this resolution and issue citations to violators where
necessary.
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah Tribal Council hereby approves the
Stage 1 Fire Restrictions and the recommendation from the BIA Southern Paiute Agency.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was fully considered by the Tribal Council and was passed
by the quorum of the Tribal Council by a vote of 5 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained, and
0 absent this 1% day of July 2024.

ATTEST: Corrina Bow

CorrinaBow (Jull 202414:31 MDT)

Rebecca Hill, Tribal Council Secretary

Corrina Bow, Chairperson

Digitally signed by

TAMERA DAWES
w Date: 2024.07.01

16:44:16 -06'00'

Concurred, Superintendent, Southern Paiute Agency Date
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